
WAHOO – The American Red Cross tradition-
ally sees less donors in the summer months, yet
the need to have a supply of blood continues. 

That’s one of the reasons, according to Red
Cross Senior Representative Karen Harger, an ex-
tra day has been added to this summer’s stop in
Wahoo.

This week’s three day event is taking place at
Bethlehem Lutheran Church on Wednesday from
noon to 6 p.m., Thursday from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.
and Saturday from 7 a.m. to noon.

This is a switch in
days from previous
Monday and Tuesday
bloodmobiles. Harger
said Saturday was added
for those who might be
able to take off work
during the week. 

It is also hoped that
the additional day will
catch new donors or
those who have not do-
nated in recent years. 

Patients in over 80
area hospitals across the
region use blood sup-
plied by the Red Cross.
In order to keep that
supply available, the
Red Cross must collect
about 400 pints of blood
each day. 

Harger said blood do-
nations in May were

down, primarily due to the outbreak of mumps in
Iowa. 

“We were hard hit in Iowa because a lot of peo-
ple were ineligible to give because of the mumps
or were getting the shot,” she said.  She said drives
in several towns had to be cancelled. 

Blood types O Positive and O Negative, the
ones that can be given to most all patients regard-
less of blood type, are especially needed. But
Harger pointed out that all other blood types are
urgently needed as well. 

To schedule an appointment or for more infor-
mation, contact Karen Boop at 443-3326.  

WAHOO – She did not set out
to make a difference in the world
by being one of life’s actors.

But that is exactly what Con-
nie Dillow has done, and a cele-
bration this Sunday will recog-
nize her accomplishments.

A celebration of Dillow’s 50
years of teaching, directing and
acting will be held June 11 from
3 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. in the Fifth
Floor North Loft at The Apothe-
cary, 140 North 8th Street in Lin-
coln. The public is invited to the
dessert reception being hosted
by Dillow’s family. A special
presentation will take place at
4:30 p.m. 

Last Thursday was Dillow’s
final bow as director of Lincoln
Public School’s Advanced The-
atre Company. The group’s re-
cent production marked the
151st play directed by Dillow.
She has directed 414 perform-
ances and acted in 72 others.
That makes for a total of 480
performances over the course of
her college and professional ca-
reer.

“My it has been a long list,”
Dillow smiled after a long sigh.
“But I tell you I have been
blessed; I really have. 

“Basically, I feel so blessed. I
just love working with kids, try-
ing to challenge not only them
but also the theatre.”

But kids and the theatre were
not exactly the mix that the Wa-
hoo woman had in mind when
she was growing up in North
Dakota.

“Music was my thing, it really
was,” she said. “I practiced three
hours a day and even did my
own recital in high school.”

Acting, directing, teaching
drama – it never entered her
mind. A Halloween party her
senior year changed all that. 

Some of the boys that were at-
tending the party put on a skit.
Their ending made Dillow laugh.

“I could not stop laughing. I
fell to the floor laughing, and I
just kept laughing.” 

When she finally did stop
laughing she looked up to see the
party’s chaperone standing over
her. He was also the school’s
drama teacher.

“He said ‘you’ll probably play
the lead in my next play,’” Dil-
low said. “All because I could
not stop laughing.”

It did take a little more con-
vincing from the teacher than
that. However once she stepped
onto the stage, Dillow was
hooked.

Dillow received both her
bachelor’s and master’s degrees
in theatre from the University of
Minnesota. 

During her college years, she
took advantage of various stage
opportunities offered to her. She
also performed with the Black

Hills Playhouse for two sum-
mers. 

“That was the telling part –
five shows, 14 performances – I
knew that was what I wanted to
do,” she said.

After graduation, she took her
first teaching job at Parsons Col-
lege in Fairfield, Iowa. She
taught all the drama courses and
directed all the plays at the com-
munity college.

“But I told them, I would only
be there two years because I
wanted to experience the theatre

in New York,” Dillow said.
Two years later, she did just

that.  She performed with a sum-
mer theatre group, participated
in several religious drama pro-
grams and also was in off-broad-
way productions. 

She directed drama for the
Boys Club of New York. She
noted this was a unique opportu-
nity to work with underprivi-
leged youth from the lower east
side of New York. 

“I loved my time in New
York, I still love New York,” Dil-

low said.
But it was another love that

brought Dillow back to the coun-
try’s Midwest. After two years in
New York, Dillow returned to
marry a man she had met at Par-
sons College. She and Ted spent
six more years teaching at the
Iowa college. 

In 1965, the Dillows heard
from a friend that a new college
was starting in Wahoo. They de-
cided to make the move. She
taught and directed drama, and,
by the third year of operation, he
was the president of the college.

“I loved it. A brand new col-
lege, it was wonderful,” Dillow
said.

The new college was not to
last, however, and by 1975 John
F. Kennedy College had closed
its doors.

“By 1978, I was ready to start
looking for another job,” Dillow
stated. 

The job she found was for an-
other brand new program. In
1978, Lincoln Public Schools
started an advanced program for
its junior and senior students in-
terested in drama. It’s a second
semester class that meets in the
afternoons at the Lincoln Com-
munity Playhouse and culmi-
nates with an on-stage produc-
tion.

Dillow has been in charge of
the program ever since its found-
ing.

But that has not been her only

connection to the theatre. From
1979 to 1999, Dillow taught dra-
ma and directed the productions
at Wahoo High School.

Many area youth have also
had the opportunity to take di-
rection from Dillow as part of
Kids Summer Institute. She was
involved with that program from
its inception in 1984 until the
mid 1990s. 

Dillow has also been active
with the Nebraska Arts Council’s
Artists in School and Communi-
ty Program and is an inductee of
the Educational Theatre Associa-
tion’s Hall of Fame.

Despite her busy schedule
with students of theatre, she still
found time over the years to cul-
tivate her own love of the art.
The Lincoln Community Play-
house, Lincoln Angel’s Compa-
ny and Futz Theatre have been
her most recent stages.

“I love the playhouse. I still
get goose pimples every time I
walk through the door,” Dillow
said.

That is a feeling she does not
plan to do without. 

Her recent decision to step
aside from the Advanced Theatre
Company was a hard one to
make. She is looking upon it not
as an ending, but rather another
act in the grand play of life.

“I plan to continue to do
things,” she said. “I just don’t
know what it will be.”
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Celebration to honor Dillow’s 50 years of teaching, theatre

LOOKING AHEAD – The collection of books that graces a wall
in Connie Dillow’s home tells of a life filled with teaching, di-
recting and acting. 
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By Lisa Brichacek
lisa.brichacek@wahoonewspaper.com 

WAHOO – It is another day at
the pump for Amy Lindley, as
she fills her Honda minivan with
gas at the Corner Market. At the
pump across from her, Bernice
Noonan fastens the cap after fill-
ing her car. The price per gallon
on this day is $2.74. 

With gas prices still high,
there are numerous ways to get
the most for your buck. 

Everything from driving
speeds, tires, tune-ups and trunk
weight can affect fuel consump-
tion. 

“There’s no tricks out there,”
said Pat Mathis of Cuda’s Auto
Towing and Repair. “It’s basic

maintenance.”
The Federal Trade Commis-

sion (FTC) advises drivers to
stay within the posted speed lim-
its, or slightly under. Gas
mileage begins to decrease more
rapidly at speeds more than 60
miles per hour. Another tip of-
fered by the FTC is to avoid sud-
den starts and stops when driv-
ing in town. 

Noonan, who lives three miles
north of Wahoo, said she tries to
run all her errands at one time,
instead of making multiple trips
into town.

Other things motorists can
control, other than driving, is tire
pressure and engine mainte-
nance. 

Keeping tires properly inflat-

ed and aligned can increase gas
mileage. Another gas saving tips
is to get by as much as possible
without using the air conditioner. 

“Typically you don’t want to
run your air conditioner while in
town,” said Mathis.

Under the hood, make sure
the engine gets tuned, oil is
changed and air filters are re-
placed if necessary. All of these
can increase mileage up to 10
percent. 

According to Mathis, tune-
ups should be done every 50,000
to 60,000 miles. 

The FTC also suggests doing
summer cleaning of the trunk.
According to the FTC, an extra
100 pounds in the trunk can re-
duce fuel economy by up to 2
percent.

“They’ve said it all a thou-
sand times: keep your tires in-
flated properly and driving 65
instead of 75 miles per hour on
the interstate is going to save
you more,” said 

Mathis’ advice is for people to
sit at home and travel only when
necessary. 

Lindley advises people to live
within their means.

“If you can consolidate trips,
that would be the ideal thing to
do,” she said.  

With the near $3 per gallon
cost, Lindley and Noonan try to
conserve gas as much as they
can, but refuse to let the price at
the pump dictate their daily
lives. 

“I’m still out and about,” said
Noonan. “I’m not going to let it
keep me from doing the things I
want to do.”

Maintenance can ease gas costs

PUMP IT UP – Martin Erickson of Wahoo fills up his tire with
air. Keeping tires inflated properly is one way to increase gas
mileage. 

By Joe Evans
joseph.evans@wahoonewspaper.com
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Wahoo Bloodmobile adds extra day
From staff reports
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